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A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE MINISTER – 11 NOVEMBER  2021 

Dear Fellow Parishioners of Newtown PIPC, 

Warm and sincere greetings in the name of God our Creator, Redeemer and 

Sustainer.  

It is my prayer that this message finds you well and at peace with the stress and 

hardships life is bringing due to the effects and after-effects of the pandemic. The 

faithfulness of God’s love strengthens our faith and resolve. We are not alone. God is 

with us at all times.  

In recent weeks, the government has up the tempo in so far as the need for people to 

get vaccinated. It is part of its strategy to try and control the spread of the Delta 

strand and offer some confidence to the public that all is under control. But we all 

know that controlling the pandemic is easier said than done. We live however with 

the hope that things will get better as time goes by.  

The Government has changed its strategy. It has abandoned its efforts to get rid of 

the virus completely. The arrival of the Delta strand has put an end to that plan. 

Now it seems the best way forward is to try and accommodate the virus by 

emphasizing the importance of everyone getting both doses of the vaccine that is 

now available. This is the new strategy. With it will come a new system to replace 

the current four level tier of Lockdowns that we have been having. This new system 

will be known as the Traffic Lights System: Red, Orange and Green. The three zones 

will dictate both movement and behavior in the future. It is anticipated that this 

system is most likely to be introduced before Christmas. We need to familiarize 

ourselves with all the requirements under each of the three zones. It seems very 

likely (barring any unforeseen new cases in our region) that we in Wellington will be 

moved into the Green Zone One once this system is activated. 

With that possibility in mind and as part of preparing ourselves for this eventual 

development, the Green Zones will see a greater relaxation of restrictions than we 

have previously known. In particular, in the number of people that can be in the 

church for worship. There will be no limits if vaccination certificates are used. This 

is the new requirement: vaccination certificate. To get a certificate a person must 

have both doses of the vaccine. This need is the reason why I am appealing to each 

and every one of you in this pastoral message to please make sure you have both 

doses of the vaccination. You will not get a Vaccine Certificate if you have not 

received both doses of the vaccine. And without a Certificate no one will be allowed 

to enter the Church.  
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Our Covid-19 Response Team has met and decided that our parish needs to have an 

accurate Data base of information regarding who in our parish have received both 

doses of the vaccine, one dose or no dose at all in order for us to have a clear picture 

of what is happening to our people. This information is of the utmost importance for 

the safety of everyone. We need everyone to be vaccinated and to have Vaccine 

certificates if we want to use our Church for worship when we go to the Green Zone. 

Please support the efforts of our Response Team to collect information regarding 

members of your family.  

I want to encourage everyone to appreciate the new context in which we now live. 

Covid -19 has redefined the way we live. Our ability to survive is being severely 

tested. Making adjustments in many areas of our lives has become not just a daily 

challenge, but the new norm of existence. 

 Bob Dylan, a social justice activist songwriter and singer during the 1960s and 1970s 

wrote a song titled: “For the Times they are a changing”. Please, if you have time, 

listen to the official recording of it on You Tube. It captures the need of human 

beings to read and understand the signs of the times and the need to change and 

adjust. What moves me about the words of the song is the ‘hope’ that is in the spirit 

of justice, a gift God has given us to change things for the better.   

Here are the words of the song: 

 

Bob Dylan - The Times They Are A-Changin' 

Come gather 'round people, wherever you roam 

And admit that the waters around you have grown 

And accept it that soon, you'll be drenched to the bone 

If your time to you is worth savin',  

And you better start swimmin' 

Or you'll sink like a stone 

For the times they are a-changin' 

 

Come writers and critics, who prophesize with your pen 

And keep your eyes wide, the chance won't come again 
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And don't speak too soon, for the wheel's still in spin 

And there's no tellin' who that it's namin' 

For the loser now  

Will be later to win 

For the times they are a-changin' 

 

Come senators, congressmen please heed the call 

Don't stand in the doorway don't block up the hall 

For he that gets hurt will be he who has stalled 

The battle outside ragin' 

Will soon shake your windows 

And rattle your walls 

For the times they are a-changin' 

 

Come mothers and fathers throughout the land 

And don't criticize what you can't understand 

Your sons and your daughters are beyond your command 

Your old road is rapidly agin' 

Please get out of the new one 

If you can't lend your hand 

For the times they are a-changin' 

 

The line it is drawn the curse it is cast 

The slow one now will later be fast 

As the present now will later be past 

The order is rapidly fadin' 
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And the first one now 

Will later be last 

For the times they are a-changin' 

[The Times They Are A-Changin' lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC] 

 

God is to be praised for His never-ending Grace which has sustained us during these 

difficult and uncertain times. 

God be with you and bless you always. 

With the utmost respect. 

Fele 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 


